
Due to heavy, late rains in March 2018 and heavy, early,
rains in November 2018 the river was only completely
dry for 40 days.

Massive floods occurred and  surpassed the levels reached 
in El Nino years 1977/78. Rainfall was extreme throughout
the area with many recording double their normal rainfall.
Magangwe in the western zone of Ruaha NP had 1750mm 
of rain.

Very surprisingly, October 2020 is not dissimilar to the 
same month in 2019 - this shows how great the offtake for 
rice and other small crops is.  
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Despite record low flows, the river dried up at the same 
time as last year - which had record high flows. Anthrax 
broke out killing large numbers of the Great Ruaha 
hippo population. It can be directly linked to low flow.
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