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18th April 2011 

The situation in Ruaha National Park has changed slightly over the last 4 days. To my relief, some 
water has miraculously arrived from the Usangu swamp (Ihefu). It is not much but it will clear out 
the very dirty water that has been stuck in the few remaining hippo pools; however, I do not think 
that this water will reach the Mtera Dam. I do not expect this new flow to last more than a month 
or if we are lucky, two. 

 

Great Ruaha River | Main Bridge | February 2010 

The photo above is the river in February 2010, how the river should look at this time. The photo 
below is the current situation, on 18th April 2011. 

 

Great Ruaha River | Main Bridge | 18th April 2011 



The water is extremely dark brown, almost black, which indicates that it has been sitting in the 
swamp for a very long time with no movement or fresh inflow of new water. Therefore, the flow 
into Ihefu is very small so far. We will know if the flow increases when the colour of the water 
becomes lighter. 

 

November 2011 

  

Great Ruaha River | Main Bridge | November 2011 

The above photos shows a very unpleasant dark rank pool at the main bridge, which is all that the 
hippos in this area have to live in.  

As you can see the water that remains is far from palatable. These two photos were taken on 13th 
November. I passed over this same spot yesterday, 27th November. The situation is identical to 
the photos taken earlier in the month; as you can see the situation is not a pretty one. Considering 
the Great Ruaha River is the focal point of the park and the lifeline for all the animals that it 
protects, this is a very poor state of affairs. 

We do hope that plans are in place to ensure that this wet seasons flows will not be stopped by 
the massive off takes in the Usangu Basin. Furthermore, we hope that the flows will be sufficient 
to fill up the now empty Mtera Dam. Perhaps those who are not fortunate enough to be able to 
afford to run generators will be able to enjoy un-interrupted power this year? 

We are all waiting for rain..... 

Greetings and best wishes to you for 2012. 

 

 

 


